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M  KDICAL  OFFICER ’S  REPORT  OF 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS, 

For  the  Year  ended  January  2nd,  1904 


TH  E 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Stcdybridge ,  being  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  for  the  said  Borough. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Thirtieth  Annual  Report,  which  I 
commence  with  the  usual  formal  record  of  the  Births  and 
Deaths  for  the  last  twelve  months. 

During  the  year  ended  January  2nd,  1904,  the  number  of 
Births  registered  in  the  Borough  was  730 ;  of  these  354  were 
males  and  376  females.  The  Deaths  registered  during  the  same 
period  numbered  509  ;  of  these  257  were  males  and  247  females. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  .year  was  25*8,  and  the  death  rate 
17.8  per  1,000  persons  living. 

Fifty  deaths  were  recorded  from  the  seven  principal 

zymotic  diseases,  which  gives  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  1.7  per 
1,000  persons  living  for  the  past  twelve  months. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  persons  living  -of  the  following 
diseases,  viz.  : — 

Phthisis  .  1.2 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy..  3.5 

Infant  Mortality  .  4.9 

The  Borough  is  divided  into  four  wards,  and  the  following 
is  the  death  rate  in  each  ward  : — 

Lancashire  Ward .  18.2 

Stayley  Ward  .  18.9 

Dukinfield  Ward . .  18.6 

Millbrook  Ward  .  ir.2 
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Thirty-seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  of  persons  removed  there  from  the  Borough,  and 
twenty  deaths  in  the  Infirmary,  and  one  at  Ashton-under-Lyne 
Borough  Hospital,  which  I  have  included  in  my  general  death 
rate,  and  also  apportioned  them  to  the  ward  in  which  they  lived 
before  removal. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000 
births  registered  for  the  past  year  are  190,  and  the  average  for 
the  last  ten  years — 1894  to  1903 — is  206. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000 
births  registered  in  the  different  wards  for  the  year  1903  is  as 
follows,  viz.  : — 


Lancashire  Waid .  200 

Stayley  Ward  .  202 

Dukinfield  Ward  .  187 

Millbrook  Ward  .  116 


The  population  of  the  Borough  is  based  on  the  Census 
taken  in  April,  1901,  with  the  increase  of  births  over  deaths 
added  to  it,  and  brought  down  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the 
population  is  as  follows,  viz.  : — 


Lancashire  Ward  .  6069 

Stayley  Ward  .  10954 

Dukinfield  Ward .  8100 

Millbrook  Ward  .  3°99 


Total .  28222 


I  now  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  Sanitary  Work  ot  the 
Borough  during  tne  past  year,  viz. : — ■ 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

In  July,  1891,  the  Council  at  their  meeting  adopted  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  and  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1900.  The  working  of  the  Infectious 
Disease  Compulsory  Notification  Act  has  given  serviceable 
direction  to  much  of  the  work  of  general  inspection  of  the 
Borough.  All  premises  specified  in  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  are  at  once  visited  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  and  many  minor  sanitary  defects  are  thus  discovered 
and  remedied. 

A  few  facts  relating  to  these  diseases  are  now  appended. 
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Small  Pox ♦ — I  regret  to  have  to  report  seven  cases  were 
notified,  viz.  :  five  cases  in  February,  one  in  May  and  one  in 
July.  Five  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Ashton  Borough 
Hospital,  and  two  to  Hyde  Infectious  Hospital.  In  all  cases  the 
patient  was  at  once  removed  to  an  Infectious  Hospital,  the  house 
fumigated,  &c.,  the  bedding,  &c.  burnt,  and  all  the  inmates  of 
the  houses  were  re-vaccinated  and  the  houses  were  kept  under 
my  observation,  for  a  fortnight.  No  second  case  occurred  in 
any  of  the  houses,  showing  that  there  is  only  one  way  of 
stamping  out  Small  Pox,  and  that  is  by  vaccination  and  re¬ 
vaccination. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  met  on  February  5th,  1903,  and 
approved  of  all  that  had  been  done  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
the  disease,  and  ordered  a  handbill  to  be  delivered  at  every 
house  in  the  Borough,  warning  them  of  the  danger  of  Small 
Pox,  and  advising  everybody  to  be  re-vaccinated,  which  would 
be  performed  gratuitously  with  Calf  Lymph  by  all  Medical  men 
in  the  Borough,  and  the  Corporation  would  pay  the  fee  of  2 j 6 
in  each  case,  and  nearly  300  persons  availed  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  be  re-vaccinated.  I  reported  the  outbreak  of 
Small  Pox  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  to  Dr.  Vacher, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  of  Cheshire.  The 
Sanitary  Committee — afterwards  approved  by  the  Council— made 
arrangements  with  the  Borough  of  Ashton-under-Lyne  to  erect 
a  Small  Pox  Hospital,  capable  ot  holding  12  beds,  on  a  plot  of 
land  where  Ashton  had  already  a  Small  Pox  Hospital.  The 
Sanitary  Committee — afterwards  approved  by  the  Council — have 
also  joined  with  Ashton-under-Lyne  and  other  Sanitary 
Authorities  to  form  a  special  Sanitary  Authority,  who  have 
purchased  land  and  will  erect  a  permanent  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

Measles . — Although  this  is  not  one  of  the  diseases  specified 
in  the  above  Act  required  to  be  notified,  one  death  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever . — Thirty-one  cases  were  notified,  and  four 
deaths  occurred. 

Diphtheria ♦ — T  wenty  cases  were  notified,  and  five  deaths 
occurred. 

Membranous  Croup . — Five  cases  were  notified,  and  two 
deaths  occurred. 

Whooping  Cough ♦ — Though  not  included  in  the  above-named 
Act,  caused  nineteen  deaths. 


Typhoid  Fever. — During  the  year  twenty-six  cases  were 

notified,  and  four  deaths  occurred: 

% 

With  regard  to  Typhoid  Fever,  which  exists  in  our 
Borough  in  an  intermittent  form  all  the  year  round,  I  can  only 
repeat  what  I  have  said  in  my  last  four  reports,  that  I  believe 
the  cause  to  be  the  old  fashioned  privy  and  ashpit  which  exist  so 
extensively  in  our  Borough,  and  which  arrangement  is  univers¬ 
ally  condemned  by  all  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  the  chief  ground  of  condemna¬ 
tion  is  that  the  accumulation  of  filth  close  to  the  back  doors  of 
cottage  houses  must  be  and  is  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the 
people. 

With  regard  to  the  questionof  the  old  fashioned  privies,  many 
of  these  have  been  converted  into  the  Water  Carriage  System, 
and  many  are  in  course  of  conversion,  no  less  than  396  having 
been  altered  during  the  past  six  years. 

Mr.  Oliver,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  sees  that  all  ash¬ 
pits,  in  connection  with  property  where  Typhoid  Fever  has 
been  notified,  are  emptied  at  once,  and  the  walls,  and  all 
surroundings  washed  with  the  following  solution  : — 


R.  Hyd.  Bichlor  .. 
Acid  Hydrochloric 

Aniline  Blue . 

Aquae . 


.one  ounce, 
.one  ounce, 
four  grains. 


three  gallons. 


On  receipt  of  a  notification  of  Typhoid  Fever,  a  pail, 
hermetically  sealed,  is  supplied  to  each  house  to  receive  all 
discharges  from  the  patient,  and  the  following  special 
instructions  are  left  at  each  house,  viz.  : — 


TYPHOID  FEVER  INSTRUCTIONS. 


1.  A  person  suffering  from  Typhoid  P'ever  should,  if 
possible,  be  placed  in  another  room,  and  all  unnecessary 
furniture  and  articles  must  be  removed. 

2.  The  room  must  be  thoroughly  ventilated  and  disin¬ 
fectants  freelv  used. 
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3-  No  person  must  enter  the  room  except  those  attending 
upon  the  patient,  and  such  persons  must  keep  their  hands 
thoroughly  clean. 

4.  All  discharges  from  the  patient  must  be  at  once  disin¬ 
fected  by  Chloride  of  Lime  being  freely  put  into  the  utensil 
receiving  the  discharge,  and  the  discharges  whether  arising 
from  vomiting  or  otherwise,  must  be  fully  covered  over  with 
the  Chloride  of  Lime. 

5.  All  Bed-Clothes  and  Body  Linen  taken  from  the  patient 
must,  before  removal  from  the  room,  be  forthwith  placed  in  a 
tub  or  vessel  containing  water  mixed  with  some  disinfectant. 

6.  Any  food  left  by  the  patient  must  be  burned  at  once. 

7.  Disinfectants  and  all  necessary  assistance  to  carry  out 
these  instructions  will  be  given  free  of  charge  by  the 
Corporation  Officials. 

8.  All  persons  failing  to  carry  out  the  above  requirements 
are  liable  to  heavy  and  serious  penalties. 

F.  J.  ROBERTS-DUDLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Stalybridge. 

Infectious  diseases  included  in  the  Infectious  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,  notified  during  the  year,  1903,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  from  same,  viz.  :  — 


Number 

Number 

of 

of 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox  . 

.  7 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  31 

4 

Diphtheria  . 

.  20 

5 

Membranous  Croup  . 

.  5 

2 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

.  26 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

.  9 

1 

Puerperal  Fever . 

.  1 

0 

99  17 


During  the  year  I  have  visited  my  district  with  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  on  many  occasions  we  have  been 
accompanied  by  the  chairman  (Alderman  Simpson),  the  Vice- 
Chairman  (Dr.  Hancock),  and  other  members  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee. 


I  attend  all  meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and 
advise  them  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the 
Borough. 

Lodging  Houses . — I  have  many  times  during  the  year  visited 
all  the  registered  lodging-houses  within  the  Borough,  and  in 
April  and  October  have  been  accompanied  by  the  Inspector  of 
Police  (Mr.  Bamforth),  and  found  them  in  a  fairly  sanitary 
condition. 

I  also  beg  to  report  that  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Small 
Pox  in  the  surrounding  neighbourhood  I  have,  during  the  last 
year,  visited  all  registered  lodging-houses  weekly,  and  have 
required  each  lodging-house  keeper  to  furnish  me  (Section  83, 
Public  Health  Act,  1875)  with  a  list  of  every  person  who 
resorted  to  such  house  during  Sunday  night. 

Water  Supply . — The  Water  supply  to  the  Borough  is 
absolutely  pure. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875 . — The  Chief  Constable 
(Mr.  John  Bates)  forwarded  to  the  Borough  Analyst  (Mr.  J. 
Carter  Bell)  the  following  Articles  to  be  analysed  during  the 
year  1903,  viz.  : — 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Report  rendered  by  Inspector 
Bamforth,  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1875  : — 

40  SAMPLES. 

10  Milk  . 

9  Butter  . 

3  Sugar  . 

2  Coffee  . 

2  Tea  . 

2  Cheese . 

1  Margarine  Cheese 

2  Barm  . 

1  Pepper . 

1  Treacle  . 

2  Lard . 

1  Linseed  Meal  . 

i  Oatmeal  . 

1  Chicory  . 

1  Rum . 

1  Whiskey  . 

All  were  reported  as  pure,  except  one  sample  of  Milk. 


Pure. 

j  5 
>  > 

5  > 

)  > 

?  9 
j  1 
5  j 

?  ? 

}  > 
j  1 
5  ? 

%  1 

?  ? 

J  1 
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Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor  of  Milk,  who 
was  fined  ios.,  and  8s.  for  costs. 

JAMES  BAMFORTH, 

Inspector  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act. 


During  the  past  twelve  months  sanitary  improvements 
have  been  carried  out  at  the  following  properties,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  (Mr.  J.  N.  White) 
Department,  and  in  some  cases  by  the  Corporation  Workmen. 


SITUATION  OF  PROPERTY. 


OWNER. 


Grove  Inn,  High  Street . 

Wakefield  Road  and  Church  Street.. 
Vaudry  and  Cross  Leech  Streets  ... 
Caroline  and  Castle  Streets  . 


Vaudry  Street  . . . 

Rose  &  Crown  Inn . ) 

Harrop  Street . ] 

Moulders’  Yard . 

Harrop  Street  Mill  . 

Drill  Hall  . 


Church  Inn,  Huddersfield  Road  ... 

Hunters’  Refuge  . 

Montague  Street  . 

Borough  Brewery . 

Eagle  Iron  Works  and  adjoining) 
Property  . f 


Messrs.  Groves  &  Whitnall. 
Exors.  of  Geo.  Webb. 
Exors.  of  T.  Seel. 

Robert  Sykes,  Esq. 

Exors.  of  Jos.  Rothwell. 
Messrs.  Shaw  and  Harry 
V.  Sutton. 

John  Jackson,  Esq. 

Messrs.  Bottomlev  &  Hyde, 
qth  V.  B.  C.  R.  ” 

Mr.  W.  T,  Rothwell. 
Messrs.  Groves  &  Whitnall. 
Mr.  Samuel  Elliot. 

Exor.  of  J.  Heginbotham. 

Messrs.  Bailey  &  Garnett. 


With  regard  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Borough  during 
the  year,  I  beg  to  append  to  my  report  the  following  statement 
furnished  by  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  viz.  : — 


YEAR  1903. 

Number  of  general  nuisances  abated  during  the  year...  619 


Number  of  houses  fumigated  .  83 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken .  134 

Number  of  smoke  notices  served .  26 

Number  of  canal  boats  inspected  .  24 

Number  of  notices  served  on  owners . ...., .  4 
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I  beg  to  give  a  return  of  the  number  of  ashpits  emptied  and 
loads  removed  during  1903,  viz.  : — 


January  . 

ASHPITS. 

.  1992 

LOADS. 

620! 

BINS. 

February . 

.  2205 

619 

— 

March  . 

.  2614 

757 

— 

April  . 

.  1972 

563* 

— - 

May . 

.  1880 

602 

— 

June . 

.  2264 

706 

— 

July . 

.  2452 

534 

- — • 

August . 

.  2000 

581 

— 

September  . 

.  632 

7I7i 

2075 

October  . 

.  474 

53« 

1646 

November  . 

.  485 

594i 

1729 

December  . 

.  641 

728 

2371 

1 9411 

756i 

7821 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

I  beg  to  report  that  in  my  last  Annual  Report  I  gave  a  full 
account  of  my  visit  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Oliver,  to 
all  the  Workshops,  Bakehouses,  &c.,  and  we  now  have  a  register 
of  all  the  F'actories  and  Workshops  in  the  Borough.  This  year 
I  have  paid  visits  to  most  of  the  workshops  in  the  Borough,  and 
have  found  them  fairly  clean,  especially  some  of  them  which 
had  only  been  recently  limewashed. 

Air  Space. — In  Workshops  and  Workplaces  notices  must 
be  exhibited  in  each  room  specifying  maximum  number  of 
persons  employed  therein.  Each  person  in  a  Factory  or  Work¬ 
shop  must  be  allowed  250  cubic  feet  of  arr  space,  or  400  during 
overtime.  Last  year  very  few  of  the  occupiers  of  workrooms, 
Ac.  had  complied  with  this  requirement,  but  now  most  of  them, 
I  am  glad  to  report,  have  done  so. 

Bakehouses. — I  have  twice  visited  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Oliver,  all  the  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  and 
found  them  satisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation.— The  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901  (Section  9),  requires  every  P'actory  and  Workshop  to 
have  suitable  sanitary  conveniences,  with  separate  provisions 
for  each  sex,  where  necessary.  In  some  Mills  this  regulation 
is  very  satisfactory  and  efficiently  carried  out.  In  others  it  is 
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very  unsatisfactory,  and  I  have  supplied  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
Mr.  White,  with  a  list  of  those  that  require  his  attention,  and 
which  he  will  have  to  proceed  with  under  Public  Health  Act, 
1890  (Section  22). 

Canal  Boats. — I  beg  to  give  Mr.  Oliver’s  (Inspector  of 
Canal  Boats)  Report  : — 

Sanitary  Office,  1'own  Hall, 
Stalybridge, 

December  26,  1903 # 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report  of  Canal  Boats  for 
1903,  I  beg  to  state  that  twenty-four  boats  registered  for  sleep¬ 
ing  accommodation  have  been  inspected  during  the  year. 

Such  boats  were  occupied  by  42  males,  7  females,  and  5 
children.  All  appeared  to  be  in  good  health  and  free  from 
infectious  disease. 

During  the  yea  four  notices  have  been  served  for  offences 
under  the  Acts  :  one  for  absence  of  certificate,  painting  and 
repairing  ;  two  for  want  of  painting;  one  for  absence  of  water 
vessel  and  certificate. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  OLIVER, 

Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 
DESTRUCTOR. 

I  beg  to  report  that  the  Sanitary  Committee  have  been 
considering  during  the  year  the  provision  of  a  Destructor,  and  in 
October  the  Council  unanimously  accepted  the  recommendation 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  accept  a  tender  to  erect  one.  The 
necessary  plans,  specifications,  &c.,  with  regard  to  the  cost  are 
now  being  prepared,  and  when  complete,  application  will  be 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  borrow  the  money. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  also  decided  to  erect  a  small 
house  with  bathroom  attached,  and  also  a  steam-disinfector,  so 
that  when  complete  we  shall  be  able  to  thoroughly  disinfect  all 
persons— and  their  clothing — who  have  been  exposed  to  any 
infectious  disease,  especially  Small  Pox. 


The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  year  from  the  seven  chief 
zymotic  diseases,  as  well  as  the  various  Death-rates  for  the  past  ten  years1, 
and  also  the  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  to 
1000  births  registered  : — 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 


For  the  Year  Ending  January  2nd,  1904. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Small  Pox  .  1 

Measles  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever .  4 

Whooping  Cough .  19 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup .  7 

Enteric  Fever .  4 

Epidemic  Influenza  .  0 

Cholera  .  0 

Plague . 

Diarrhoea . 

Enteritis  . 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Er}'sipelas  . 

Other  septic  diseases  .  . 

Phthisis  ....  . 

Other  tubercular  diseases  . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  .  19 

. : .  55 

.  39 

.  5 

.  8 

.  5 

.  0 

.  10 

.  7 

. : .  42 

.  4 

.  5 

.  191 


0 

14 

15 
0 
1 
2 

36 

10 


Bronchitis 

Pneumonia . 

Pleurisy  . 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

Venereal  diseases  . 

Premature  Birth  . 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

Heart  Diseases . 

Accidents . 

Suicides  . 

All  other  causes . 


Age  at  which  Death  occurred. 


Under  1  year  of  age  . 

Between  1  and  5  years  of  age 
,,  5  and  15  ,, 

,,  15  and  25  , , 

,,  25  and  65 

,,  65  and  upwards  .... 


504 

139 

44 

25 

16 

180 

100 


Deaths. 


Male  . . 
Female, 


504 


257 

247 


Births. 


Male  . .  . 
Female  . 


504 

354 

376 


730 


15 


Estimated  Population,  28,222. 


Annual  Death  Rate  for  every  thousand  persons  living,  for  the  year 

ending  January  2nd,  1904  . 

Corresponding  time  for  1903  . . 


1  i 


1902 


»  » 

»  > 
»  t 

}  1 


1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 


178 

20  4 

21  3 

22  4 
22  3 
24-8 
21  4 


Deaths  in  Different  Wards. 


Lancashire  Ward  ....  .  .  .  87 

Stavley  Ward . 191 

Dukinfield  Ward  .  135 

Millbrook  Ward . 33 

Public  Institutions  .  58 


504 


I  beg  to  thank  your  Committee  for  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  I  have  at  all  times  received  at  vour  hands,  and  have 
the  honour  to  remain. 


Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  ROBERTS-DUDLEY, 

Medical  Officer. 


Enville  H  ouse, 

Stalybridge, 

January,  1904. 
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TABLE  I. 

NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  STALYBRIDCxE. 


Year 

Populati’n 

estimated 

to 

Middle 
of  each 
Year 

Births 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of 
Age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Total 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions 

N  umber 

Rate'" 

N  um¬ 
ber 

Rate 
per  iooo 
Births 
registe'd 

Number 

Rate* 

1893 

27231 

736 

27.0 

165 

224 

682 

25.0 

54 

1894 

27583 

811 

29.4 

122 

150 

509 

18.4 

56 

1895 

27722 

761 

27.4 

188 

244 

665 

23.9 

43 

1896 

28044 

837 

29.8 

141 

168 

572 

20.3 

57 

1897 

2*295 

812 

28.6 

150 

1*4 

606 

21.4 

45 

1898 

28429 

771 

27.1 

185 

239 

707 

24-8 

70 

1899 

28575 

743 

26.0 

179 

240 

638 

22.3 

41 

1900 

28680 

694 

24.1 

176 

253 

645 

22.4 

06 

1901 

27754 

678 

24.4 

150 

221 

593 

21.3 

66 

1902 

27938 

606 

24.9 

123 

176 

570 

20.4 

58 

Averag’s 
for  years 
1893-1902 

28025 

753 

26.8 

157 

209 

618 

22.0 

55 

1903 

28222 

730 

25.8 

139 

190 

504 

17.8 

t58 

*Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


At  Census 
of  1901. 

Total  population  at  all  ages . . . .  27,671 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . .  6  288 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  .  4.4 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 

water)  .  3,137 

f  These  deaths  are  all  apportioned  to  the  Districts  in  which  they  lived 

before  removal. 


TABLE  II. 

NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  STALYBRIDGE 
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